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Playtimes 

Teachers’ Notes 

Key Stage 

1 and 2 

Theme 

Circle Time: discussions about playground issues  

Rationale 

Play allows children a range of opportunities to develop socially and 
emotionally. This activity involves discussion to consider the pleasures of 
play and resolve some problems that arise in the playground. 

  

http://www.bl.uk/playtimes
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Content 

Sources from the website 

• Battle Scenes 

• Brick Area 

• Call of duty 

• Coca Cola 

• Continuity and change  

• Creativity  

• Ethnicity 

• Gender  

• Girls football 

• Media Culture  

• Millionaire 

• Mum died 

• Tae Kwon-do 

• Violence and play fighting 

Key questions 

• What issues and conflict can arise in the playground? 

• How could the playtime experience be improved? 

Activities 

1. Circle time 

• Circle time can be a useful way of exploring themes and 
issues arising in play. A focus on some of the topics below can 
provide an opportunity for children to have their problems, 
views and ideas heard and problem-solved, to help make 
playtime an enjoyable experience for all. Suggested topics for 
discussion, one per session, might include: 

http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/battle-scenes
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/brick-area
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/call-of-duty
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/coca-cola
http://www.bl.uk/playtimes/videos/change-and-continuity
http://www.bl.uk/playtimes/videos/creativity
http://www.bl.uk/playtimes/videos/ethnicity
http://www.bl.uk/playtimes/videos/gender
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/girls-football
http://www.bl.uk/playtimes/videos/media-culture
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/millionaire
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/mum-died
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/tae-kwon-do
http://www.bl.uk/playtimes/videos/violence-and-play-fighting
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 Conflict and resolutions 

 Sharing 

 Friendship 

 Sharing the space available 

 Unfairness 

 Cheating 

 Including others 

 Issues about gender or age 

2. Drama and problems in play 

• Drama activities such as hot-seating, freeze frames and 
conscience alley can provide another way of exploring issues 
in play. For example, children can create a freeze frame from 
a scenario at the point of conflict (based on a real or 
imaginary situation) and the teacher can ask each child, in 
turn, to ‘unfreeze’ and say what they are thinking or feeling. 

• This can be followed by group and class suggestions of what 
actions might be taken to reach an acceptable solution. After 
the discussion, children can respond by creating a short comic 
strip to show alternative ways of dealing with difficulties in 
play (using three frames to explore: the problem, the problem 
made worse, the problem resolved). 

3. A playtime survey  

• Children could carry out a survey, devising a questionnaire or 
interview format, asking children in different classes about 
what they enjoy, the problems at playtime, and suggestions 
of what would improve the experience. They could share and 
analyse the results, and suggest some ways of improving the 
playtime experience. These can be shared with the school 
council or staff team. 

• They might also create a ‘problem page’ for their school 
newsletter, drawing on the survey for the ‘Dear...’ letter 
problems, and responding with their solution in the form of a 
letter. 
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